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ORAL QUESTION—KEVIN O’REILLY, MLA FRAME LAKE 

QUESTION 218-19(2): FIVE-YEAR REVIEW OF DELEGATED AUTHORITY UNDER 

THE MACKENZIE VALLEY RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ACT 

March 16, 2020 

 

MR. O'REILLY: Merci, monsieur le President. My questions are for the Minister of 

Executive and Indigenous Affairs. Earlier today, I raised issues with GNWT's mixed 

track record with regard to responsible resource development. A five-year review of 

GNWT's delegated authority under the devolution agreement should have started by 

now. Can the Minister tell us whether the five-year review has actually started? Mahsi, 

Mr. Speaker.  

 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for Frame Lake. Minister of Executive and 

Indigenous Affairs.  

 

HON. CAROLINE COCHRANE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I believe that the review was 

delayed. The intergovernmental council was waiting until Bill C-88, the federal bill, was 

passed. Now that it has been passed, we are in conversations with the federal 

government to move this forward. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

 

MR. O'REILLY: I want to thank the Minister for that. There are a number of parties to 

the devolution agreement and a number of other Indigenous governments who have not 

signed it. Can the Premier confirm who will be involved in the five-year review of the 

MVRMA delegated authority and whether this will include the non-signatory Indigenous 

governments?  

 

HON. CAROLINE COCHRANE: Certainly, the nine Indigenous governments that did 

sign on to devolution will be taking part in this review. We also will be developing a plan 

for how to engage with the other Indigenous governments that didn't sign on.  

 

MR. O'REILLY: I want to thank the Minister for that response. I raised some doubts 

about whether we have been able to manage our resources responsibly, given 

devolution, but can the Premier tell us what role there will be for the public and Regular 

MLAs in the five-year review of our delegated authority under the MVRMA.  

 

HON. CAROLINE COCHRANE: Normally, I would actually defer this to the Minister of 

ITI or Infrastructure, but she is self-isolating at this point for another day. What I can say 

is that my direction to all Cabinet Members is to engage better in this Assembly with our 

stakeholders, all stakeholders, the public, our stakeholders in the MRA, as are 
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committee MLAs. We will be looking to engage both our standing committee and the 

public in most, if not all, regulations, recognizing that some regulations are just word-

smithing and stuff. There will be situations that we won't be engaging everyone, but 

whenever possible, it is about engaging as many as possible. 

 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Honourable Premier. Member for Frame Lake.  

 

MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Monsieur le President. I want to thank the Premier for that 

response, but that is not really the question I was asking. I would like to know what role 

there will be for the standing committee, Regular MLAs, and the public in the five-year 

review of the MVRMA under the devolution agreement. The Minister spoke about the 

regulations that might come forward under resource management legislation, but I want 

to know what the public's role is going to be, Regular MLAs' role is going to be in the 

five-year review of the MVRMA. Mahsi, Mr. Speaker.  

 

HON. CAROLINE COCHRANE: Again, I am not going to want to notice on this 

question. I'm going to try to answer it. If it's not the right answer, then the next session, if 

the Member can bring it back to the Assembly. My direction to all Ministers was: try to 

engage stakeholders as much as possible. A five-year review tells me that there would 

be more than one opportunity, ideally at least once a year, that all stakeholders would 

be engaged with this. I would ask the Member to ask the appropriate Minister when she 

returns for a more concrete answer. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 


