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Resource Management Acts
Work is underway on amending some key resource management 
legislation: the Waters Act, Forest Management Act, Forest 
Protection Act, Territorial Parks Act, Environmental Protection Act and 
Environmental Rights Act. Cabinet is carrying out consultations with 
Aboriginal governments, as it should and is required to do under the 
devolution agreement. I’m concerned this may result in a final set of 
changes without the input of either Standing Committees of Regular 
Members, or consultation with the general public. Public stakeholder 
groups also need to be involved, with access to independent technical 
and legal advice. I’m pushing for this involvement. 

Is GNWT Cabinet Muzzling Scientists and 
Suppressing Information?
Cabinet approved the Project Assessment Policy on April 13, 
2017. Although it was improved as a result of Standing Committee 
review, it is still not a good policy. It makes no reference to the 
rights of Indigenous peoples to free, prior and informed consent for 
resource development as recognized through the UN Declaration 
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. The policy also states a GNWT 
interdepartmental committee “will ensure technical advice and 
evidence provided to boards by their respective staff is in line with 
legislation, Cabinet direction and ministerial policies established 
under this Policy”. This sounds a lot like muzzling scientists and 
suppressing information that Cabinet does not agree with. This is not 
why northerners fought hard for devolution and I will raise this issue 
in the upcoming fall session.

New Law Will Provide Greater Certainty for 
Cremation in the NWT
A new law to provide greater certainty for cremations to take place 
in the NWT is up for review and hopefully will be approved in this 
upcoming session of the Legislative Assembly. I’ve moved the law 
forward as a private members bill, and it was supported by other 
Members when I introduced it in the May-June session. Once passed, 
it will be possible for these services to be offered and operated in  
the NWT. 

From the Assembly
New Arsenic Warnings Around Yellowknife 
A revised health advisory has been released warning people to avoid 
exposure to high arsenic levels in and around lakes near Giant and 
Con Mines. The Department of Health and Social Services released a 
new map showing arsenic levels in these lakes, including lakes which 
were not sampled before. People are warned to avoid fishing and 
swimming in lakes with high arsenic levels, and not to harvest berries, 
mushrooms and edible plants in the vicinity of these lakes. The health 
advisory map is on the health department’s website. While this is a 
good start, I want warning signs posted around all lakes and areas, 
and will be asking for an expanded sampling and testing program for 
a full understanding of the extent of contamination. We should also 
be researching and make information available about arsenic in soils 
around Yellowknife.

Regular Members Not Consulted on Rights 
Agreement Negotiations
In May, the Premier released details on new government offers for 
lands rights agreements with the NWT Métis Nation, the Akaitcho 
Dene First Nations, and on developments in the Dehcho First Nation 
negotiations. Regular Members weren’t informed or involved in 
these important decisions. The Premier committed to setting a joint 
committee of Regular MLAs and Cabinet at the beginning of this 
Assembly term to collaborate in this work. The committee has only 
met once and Cabinet is obviously not interested in Regular Members’ 
input. Lands rights agreements form the basis for our future 
management of resources and for partnerships in public government. 
Regular MLAs need to be involved. I will lobby for meaningful offers in 
the interest of reaching agreement. I’m challenging the Premier to do 
better on involving all MLAs. 
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Robert Paddock from Sir John 
Franklin High School was 
the 2017 Youth Parliament 
“MLA” representing the Frame 
Lake Riding. Students from 
every NWT constituency 
attend the Youth Parliament 
every second year. They learn 
about governance, meet in 
committees and stage a youth 
Legislative Assembly session 
with the real Members acting 
as pages.
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Mid-Term Review Evaluates  
Cabinet and Ministers’ Performance

Construction was officially launched in June on the new addition to École Allain St-Cyr. 
Attending the sod-turning ceremony were Commission scolaire francophone Territoires 
du Nord-Ouest Superintendent Yvonne Careen, Board Chair Simon Cloutier, Education 
Minister Alfred Moses, Public Works and Services Minister Wally Schumann, me, 
L’association des parents ayants droit de Yellowknife President Jacque Lamarche 
and Yellowknife Centre MLA Julie Green. The project is expected to be completed in 
December 2018.

Minister of Health and Social Services Glen Abernethy and project staff gave MLAs a tour 
of the Stanton Renewal Project, which is in the Frame Lake riding. 

Very early in this Assembly, all MLAs agreed that we would 
collectively carry out a Mid-Term Review. The Review evaluates the 
performance of the Cabinet and the Ministers in meeting objectives 
agreed to in our Mandate. 

The Standing Committee on Rules and Procedures, which I chair, 
came up with a process that the Regular MLAs supported and which 
Cabinet abstained from voting on. 

The process has already started. The Regular MLAs and Cabinet each 
prepared our own assessment of progress on the Mandate we all 
agreed on back in March 2016. Needless to say, the assessments 
were quite different, which is part of a healthy democracy. The 
documents were tabled in the House and are available on the 
Legislative Assembly Website under “Tabled Documents”. The two 
reviews concluded:

Regular MLAs found there to be 21 ‘Good’ grades, 67 ‘Acceptable’, 
49 ‘Poor’, and 3 ‘Fails’ for items in the mandate. (Report on the 
Progress Review of the Mandate of the Government of the 
Northwest Territories, 2016-2019 

Cabinet reported 40 items fulfilled, 153 in progress and 7 in the 
planning stage. (Progress Report on Implementation of the 
Mandate of the Government of the Northwest Territories

Regular MLAs generally believe that Cabinet has been spending too 
much time on its fiscal strategy of reductions to fund roads rather 
than investing in economic diversification and social needs. There has 
been a poor effort to work with regular MLAs and we often find out 
about decisions and initiatives through the media and/or after-the-
fact. There is much room for improvement. 

Copies of the Mandate Review documents are available on my 
website at www.mla-framelake.ca/documents

Regular MLAs have also communicated where we believe changes 
and adjustments should be made to our Mandate as a result of 

completion of some items and changing circumstances. We await 
Cabinet’s response and look forward to an opportunity late in August 
to discuss our work moving forward.

Changes to the Mandate will be voted on during our September-
October session. There will also be an assessment of the performance 
of Cabinet and each Minister. The reviews will begin informally and 
then move to a public session conducted in the Chamber by all MLAs, 
with statements and questions. This special meeting will end in a vote 
of confidence in Cabinet and each Minister that will be conducted 
by secret ballot. The results of ballots (confidence or non-confidence 
majority) will be released but not the number of votes. 

The results are not binding but will be a clear indication of whether 
Cabinet and each individual Minister enjoys the support of MLAs. If 
changes are to be made, this will require a Minister to either resign 
or for a motion for removal to be brought forward in a formal sitting. It 
was decided to do the vote in this manner to avoid Cabinet solidarity 
in an open vote and preserve the ability of individual MLAs to vote as 
they feel necessary. This is the same process that Nunavut has used 
successfully for four such mid-term reviews. 

This fall is obviously an important opportunity for MLAs and their 
constituents to evaluate progress and performance. I welcome your 
input as we enter the last half of our term, to better focus our efforts 
and work together. 

Key Dates
• September 2017 Cabinet presents proposed changes to 

Mandate to the House
• October 2017 Mid-Term Review Committee meeting in the 

Chamber
• October 17, 2017 Third Session of the 18th Assembly begins
• November 15-30, 2017 Business Plan reviews 
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I helped cook lunch for visiting aviators and Yellowknifers at the Float Plane Fly-In and 
Airshow in July. 

I attended the opening of the Sobering Centre created 
as part of the harm reduction and Yellowknife downtown 
renewal efforts. Attending the opening at the Yellowknife 
Community Arena were me, Kam Lake MLA Kieron 
Testart, RCMP Inspector, Mayor Mark Heyck, Housing 
Minister Caroline Cochrane and project coordinator 
Alysson McKee. 

Yellowknife Must Have a  
New Visitors Centre 
There has been a lot of shock and uncertainty over the 
closure of the Northern Frontier Visitors’ Centre, and the 
future of services for our thousands of tourism visitors.

Aurora tourism has soared from a $6 million industry in 2010 to 
$40 million in 2015-2016. A recent study indicates that our former 
visitors’ centre boosted tourist expenditures by about $5 million 
annually. The centre welcomed over 50,000 visitors last year, far 
more than all of the other NWT centres put together. 

Figures supplied by the Minister show that visitors’ centres at the 
60th Parallel, in Inuvik and in Dawson City are owned or leased by the 
GNWT. GNWT also pays over $100,000 for the staff and operating 
costs of each of these centres that are only open over the summer. 
Here in Yellowknife, the centre was owned by a non-profit society that 
received only $160,000 in GNWT core funding support last year, and 
it was open year-round, seven days a week. 

This is not only unfair, it is poor support for this success story and 
economic diversification in general. The current emergency situation 
has been looming for years, with no effective or proactive support 
from this government. A temporary home has been found at the 
museum until October 1. Now we need to concentrate on a longer-
term location to support the large, growing, and sustainable tourism 
sector in Yellowknife. We must estimate costs and dedicate funds for 
a new, permanent location, operated with GNWT funds. 

It is inconceivable that Yellowknife would not have a tourist 
information and interpretive centre, and a world-class one. I’m 
working to make the government support this vital sector of the 
Yellowknife and NWT economy beyond October 1. 

Education Act Changes 
I commend the Standing Committee on Social Development for an 
exceptional job in reviewing the changes to the Education Act and 
sincerely thank all those who participated including parents and 
teachers. Although passage of the changes is good news in terms of 
teacher wellness and brings the NWT more in line with most other 
Canadian jurisdictions, the way we got there was a very difficult and 
emotional ride. 

Unfortunately, the Bill did not allow for an examination or debate 
around other options for dealing with the heavy workload of teachers, 
such as hiring more teachers and assistants. Junior Kindergarten is 
still NOT fully funded and the Minister has refused to prepare cost 
estimates of what it would take to get us there using existing school 
funding formulas. 

Lessons learned? We need to return to the Educational 
Renewal Initiative as the path forward on educational change and 
improvement, something that was developed collaboratively and left 
on the wayside. Our government needs to make education a higher 
priority and invest more, a lot more, into the system. 

Much of the current round of educational change was driven by 
Cabinet’s fiscal strategy of reduction to programs and services to fund 
large infrastructure projects. Regular MLAs have repeatedly rejected 
this approach and we need to pay much closer attention to what 
Cabinet is negotiating with our employees. Lastly, the extremely poor 
communications and lack of leadership on these changes was divisive 
and ate up an enormous amount of time and resources, something 
that should have gone into improving our education system. 

I will watch carefully to see whether the Minister and department 
have learned anything from this experience. I’m still interested in any 
feedback you may have.

MLAs hosted a delegation of Colombian Indigenous Leaders visiting the NWT to 
exchange information on common issues including governance and Indigenous rights.
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An Energy Strategy, Climate Change  
Strategic Framework and Carbon Pricing
That’s quite a mouthful for this story. So what do these things have in common? 

Energy and greenhouse gas emissions are important to northerners 
from a variety of perspectives including cost of living, economic 
development and environmental change. International and national 
developments have overtaken the limited work that GNWT was doing 
on these important issues. There are now international and national 
agreements that will be the basis for how we transition our way of life 
and economy away from carbon-based (i.e., oil and gas) energy to 
renewables, while reducing the cost of living and energy. 

An important tool in this transition is carbon pricing—placing a cost 
on the use of carbon-based energy to begin to recognize its full 
environmental cost for present and future generations. Our federal 
government now has a plan, accepted by our Cabinet, to reduce 
carbon emissions including a national carbon tax for those territories 
and provinces that refuse to take action themselves.

Cabinet had promised an energy strategy and plan for climate change 
as early as this summer, through a series of public engagements. 
While our Premier continues to resist carbon pricing, international and 
national pressure continues to grow. A discussion paper on a NWT 
carbon pricing system has just been released with a September 15th 
deadline for comments. 

Vital Statistics Act 
People born in the NWT can change the sex designation on their birth 
registration using newly amended forms. Residents can also change 
their registration to a single name based on their traditional culture. 
Contact the Registrar General of Vital Statistics at 1-800-661-0830 
with any questions.

New Medical Service Fees
Standardized fees for services that are not covered by the NWT 
Health Care Plan have been established by the NWT Health and 
Social Services Authority (NWTHSSA). The fees cover such costs as 
vaccinations for travel, employer-required medical exams and sick 
notes from doctors. A list of fees is on the NWTHSSA website. 

Enhanced NWT Child Benefit
A new NWT Child Benefit has been introduced. If your income is 
less than $80,000 per year, you should automatically have received 
a cheque or direct deposit by July 20 as long as you have filed an 
income tax return. If you have questions, contact Canada Revenue 
Agency Benefits at 1-800-387-1193.

CBC Aboriginal Language 
Programming Project 
Over the next five years, CBC is digitizing and cataloguing CBC North 
Radio and TV program recordings in eight Indigenous languages.  
CBC North is looking for ideas and input on the best ways to make 
this content available. Contact Project Leaders Betty Harnum at  
867-445-1685 or betty.harnum@cbc.ca 

When the Premier and other key Ministers appeared before Standing 
Committee on their energy and climate change work, I strongly urged 
that drafts of these documents be made available for review by 
Committee. We reviewed a draft of the energy strategy and it requires 
a lot more work before it is ready. Firm targets and schedules are 
required along with costed, targeted programs and services to invest 
and build community and household energy self-sufficiency. We also 
need to protect low income families. For example, a targeted increase 
in the cost of living tax credit could reduce impacts.

It is not clear when the energy strategy will be released or how it will 
be coordinated with the climate change framework or carbon pricing. 
What is clear is that if our government fails to design and implement 
our own system, the federal government will step in and impose a 
carbon tax.

Cabinet has not demonstrated clear leadership and continues to cling 
to visions of big power, big grids and big projects that have little hope 
of success. We have the ability to build our own system to better 
ensure rural and remote communities and low-income families are 
protected, and to reinvest some of the proceeds into renewables, 
while creating jobs and lowering the cost of living. That’s the vision I 
will be pushing for as we enter the last half of our term.

Did you know?
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