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Summer Constituency Engagement
I personally delivered a special summer newsletter to about 900 
households in the Frame Lake riding and engaged residents wherever 
possible. The top issues were housing and homelessness and the 
state of Yellowknife’s downtown area, followed closely by the need 
for childcare and the high cost of electricity. I will continue to work on 
these issues. 

Yellowknife Airport Changes
Members are reviewing a government bill that will allow for user fees 
collected at the Yellowknife airport to go into a special fund to be used 
only for airport improvements in Yellowknife. Increased fees are also 
proposed, including a fee for those who begin or end their trips at 
Yellowknife airport. Members refused to pass the bill quickly because 
the Department of Transportation had not provided a business 
plan describing the proposed changes until September. Members 
had been asking for the plan since May. While I generally support 
a special fund for the fees, I am concerned there is no phased 
approach to increased fees, the impacts on tourism and government 
travel costs (including medical travel), and the lack of long-term 
governance planning for the airport. 

.

From the Assembly
Capital Budget Passed
During the fall Assembly session, MLAs debated and passed the 
$266 million capital budget for 2017-2018. The Cabinet stated it 
needs to cut program spending to fund capital construction projects. 
However, the size of the capital budget is down dramatically from 
last year and projections for future capital spending are low as well. 
Members refused to pass a budget which amalgamated the Public 
Works and Transportation departments, since the merger was not 
previously authorized and is being driven by Cabinet’s reduction 
targets rather than improved services. Cabinet had to bring forward 
capital budgets for each of the Public Works and Transportation 
departments, which were then passed. 

2017-18 Operating Budget Plans
In September, Members reviewed the 2017-2018 “business 
plans” which are the proposed operating budgets for government 
departments. Members continued to question the Cabinet’s plans to 
cut programs, and press for reinstatement of funds for vital programs. 
Members want to ensure the Cabinet’s budget proposals match the 
priorities all Members agreed to in setting the Mandate for the term 
of this Assembly. I’ll be looking for investments in people over vague 
capital projects such as roads to resources. 

Safety Certification
The Certificate of Recognition (COR), is a program that independently 
verifies an implemented safety and health program that has 
met national standards. It’s run in the NWT by our construction 
association. The GNWT is considering giving preference in contract 
bidding to firms with COR certification. However, refund of Workers 
Compensation premiums for good safety performance is still 
restricted to larger firms. I’m pushing for smaller firms to be eligible 
for rebates, recognizing that achieving COR certification has costs, 
and also makes for safer workplaces.

9-1-1 Service
I’m continuing to press for introduction of 9-1-1 service. In the 
summer session the previous Municipal and Community Affairs 
Minister committed to look again at 9-1-1. In the fall session the new 
Minister tabled a response that said 9-1-1 would not proceed due 
to Cabinet’s fiscal reduction targets. In the meantime, I’ve asked for 
the existing recorded message to be changed so that people who 
mistakenly call 9-1-1 get a recorded message directing them to the 
right local number. I believe we can afford $615,000 start-up and 
$266,000 a year afterwards for a service essential to protecting lives 
and property. I will continue to push for implementation at the earliest 
opportunity. 
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I attended the launch of the Yellowknife Homelessness Roadmap Action Plan at City 
Hall in 2016. The plan was developed under the leadership of Mayor Mark Heyck and 
the territorial Minister responsible for Homelessness Carolyn Cochrane. It contains 11 
recommendations to improve the lives of people homeless on our downtown streets, and 
our citizens using and living in the downtown. Good work everyone.  

The Legislative Assembly’s next session is January 31 to 
March 10. We will review next year’s Operating Budget.

Constituency Meeting

Thursday January 26

Baker Centre 7 PM

Please come and share your issues and concerns.

Constituency Meeting

WINTER 2017
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City of Yellowknife  
Requests Legislative Changes 

empowering local Governments
Territorial laws establish the powers of municipal governments. When 
municipal governments need changes in these laws, it’s up to the 
territorial government to change its laws.

Several changes that would allow Yellowknife to more effectively and 
efficiently govern itself are needed in the territorial statutes. 

The changes would give the city extra authority. Home energy 
improvement costs would stay with the property and be paid by 
any new owners. Other requested changes would allow the city to 
introduce a hotel tax to invest in tourism development, to phase-in 
municipal tax increases, to make it easier to collect back taxes and to 
allow the city to serve parking ticket notices through the mail. 

The City has been politely calling for changes in countless meetings 
with territorial officials, MLAs and Ministers for almost a decade. 
Resolutions of the NWT Association of Communities have been 
adopted. Now, the City has passed a motion and sent a letter to the 
MACA Minister strongly requesting the changes noted above. 

I questioned the Premier in the Assembly and he said that research is 
underway and “we are looking to be able to move forward early 2017 
with some parts of the requests”. That’s not good enough. I will get 
firm assurances that all the changes are coming in this Assembly, or 
will bring forward a private members bill to get the work done.

Cabinet Doesn’t Consult or work 
with regular MlAs 
Our “consensus” government is based on clearly-stated principles 
and agreements that Cabinet is supposed to include the Regular 
MLAs in consultations and decision-making on major issues. That 
isn’t happening.

It’s all laid out in the “Process Convention on Communications 
between the Executive Council, Ministers, Standing Committees and 
Regular Members”. Those rules say “…Members of the Legislative 
Assembly should be made aware of and have opportunity to discuss 
significant announcements, changes, consultations or initiatives”.  

This past summer and fall there were several major policies or 
decisions that were either made by Cabinet or the federal government 
but Regular MLAs found out through the media. These matters have 
a direct relationship to our mandate and how we work together. They 
included:

• Secret negotiations on the Con Head frame;
• A news release where the Premier came out against a carbon 

tax without consulting  Regular MLAs, after he promised to 
consult;

• A media story and public briefing for Yellowknife City Council 
revealing that plans for the Mackenzie Valley Highway were on 
hold; 

• Another media story and briefing about proposed changes to 
the Yellowknife Airport including increased user fees.

Most recently, Cabinet travelled to Ottawa and announced three 
priorities for capital works and federal funding. Again, there was no 
consultation or much prior notice to regular MLAs.

This isn’t acceptable.  I am continuing to press the Premier and 
Cabinet to live up to the principles of consensus government and take 
advantage of the input of Regular MLAs. 

I rode a fat bike with the Borealis Bike Tours Unlimited entry in the annual Yellowknife 
Christmas Parade.

I attended the reception of the Fédération nationale des conseils scolaires 
francophones, with Education Minister Alfred Moses, Marie Wilson and her 
granddaughter.  I am enormously proud that my wife Suzette Montreuil won a 
national award in recognition of her lifelong promotion of the French language. 
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Jackie Milne, president of the Northern Farm Training Institute in Hay River, was at the 
Yellowknife Farmers Market selling produce and spreading the word about the bright 
future for community-based agriculture in the Northwest Territories.

Rules and Procedures Committee 
improving Access to Government 
and Accountability
I am Chair of the Assembly’s Standing Committee on 
Rules and Procedures. During our first year in office, this 
committee has pursued three priorities: Openness and 
Transparency; MLA Code of Conduct Review; and a Mid-
Term Review. 

Openness and Transparency 
An interim report was presented and public hearings will be held on 
how to improve public access to the workings of the Assembly. 

Consultations will focus on what committee business should be done 
in public, what information materials should be made public, and how 
to review committee practices to continually improve public access. 

Some action has been taken already. The rules that govern consensus 
government now say that committee meetings are public unless 
there is a strong reason to make the meeting closed. There have 
been changes to the Legislative Assembly website to prominently 
post known meeting schedules, public notices, agendas, submissions 
and presentation materials. After consultations, a final report with 
recommended actions will be presented in the next Assembly session.

Code of Conduct Review
The Committee is reviewing the rules that say who can run as an MLA 
and the rules on the conduct of MLAs while they are in office.

We researched how other jurisdictions deal with these matters. 
In some other places, people with serious criminal offenses are 
restricted from running. Some jurisdictions also have tough and clear 
processes for breaches of codes of conduct including complaint 
procedures, investigations and independent oversight offices. The 
Committee presented an interim report in October 2016 and held 
public hearings in Inuvik, Hay River and Yellowknife. We look forward 
to presenting our final report in early 2017.

Young students from École 
Alain St-Cyr School joined 
me at the Legislative 
Assembly to read a 
Christmas story and help 
trim the tree.

Mid-Term Review
This is a review of Cabinet’s performance midway through the four 
year term. The last mid-term review was done in 1999. The majority 
of members agreed on a process similar to the one used in selecting 
our Cabinet and also the same process used in Nunavut for its mid-
term review. The member on our Committee from Cabinet did not 
agree and his “minority report” was included in the full report for the 
Committee. The method recommended by the majority was adopted 
by an Assembly vote, although Cabinet abstained. 

In the fall of 2017, the Mid-Term Review will start with a review 
and adjustment of our Mandate to reflect progress and any 
necessary changes. A public review of the performance of each 
Cabinet Minister will follow and end in a secret confidence ballot. 
It’s possible that Cabinet ministers could be removed if their 
performance is voted as being unsatisfactory. 
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Caribou versus roads 

Caribou Calving Ground
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I need to know what you think and  
what actions you want to see. 

Contact me

Kevin O’Reilly  
767 9143 Ext. 12110 
Kevin_o’reilly@gov.nt.ca 

Your Input is Important

Constituency Assistant

Craig Yeo  
767 9143 Ext. 12113 
craig_yeo@gov.nt.ca

Adjoint à la circonscription

Craig Yeo  
767 9143 poste 12113 
craig_yeo@gov.nt.ca

In October 2016 the Minister of Transportation announced plans 
for an access road into the Slave Geological Province. He said 
the work was is in conjunction with plans for an all-weather road 
in Nunavut that  our road would join and take traffic to the arctic 
coast and access to known mineral deposits.  

This is NOT good news for caribou. The map here shows that the 
Nunavut road goes directly through the calving grounds of what is 
left of the Bathurst caribou herd.

Caribou appear to be an afterthought for our Cabinet and not 
considered in designing or proposing roads. 

The Bathurst caribou herd has suffered a catastrophic decline 
over the last 30 years dropping from 472,000 to as low as 
16,000 animals today. The Tlicho Research and Learning Institute 
found “large-scale mines and associated industrial activities 
(are) the main factor behind caribou health defects and changes 
to their behaviour and migration.” The Mackenzie Valley Review 
Board said:  “The GNWT needs to complete and implement an 
interim recovery and management plan … before this herd’s 
population is so reduced that recovery of the herd is no longer 
likely.”  The Wek’eezhii Renewable Resources Board found that 
“… all peoples who harvest in Wek’eezhii must do their part to 
ensure the recovery of the herd. Users and managers must act 
now… so future recovery may be possible.”  

It is not clear how Cabinet sets priorities among a number of 
competing road proposals, but caribou receive very little if any 
consideration. We should be doing much more when it comes 
to saving the Bathurst caribou herd. Developing road corridors 
without considering caribou is not responsible development.  
Leaving this task to the same bodies that have already told us we 
are not doing enough is hardly an answer. I will continue to push 
to make sure our Cabinet thinks about our environment when it 
proposes roads to resources.

• 50,233 tourists visited the Centre in person in 2016

• Total tourist visits increased from 12,230 in 2005 to 50,233 in 2016

• 7,402 inquirers were sent information packages last year

• Information requests increased from 2,999 in 2012 to the 8,639 peak in 2015

• There were 155,011 hits on the Northern Frontier Visitors Association website in 2016

• Canadian tourists account for one third of visits to the Centre

• 35,521 customers visited the NFVA’s airport gift shop in 2016

J’ai besoin de connaître vos impressions et savoir 
quelles actions vous aimeriez voir réalisées. 

Communiquez avec moi

Kevin O’Reilly  
767 9143 poste 12110 
Kevin_o’reilly@gov.nt.ca 

Votre apport est important.

By the Numbers

Northern Frontiers Visitors Centre 

The proposed route to the coast of the Arctic Ocean for the Slave Geological Province Road runs 
directly through the calving grounds of the critically threatened Bathurst Caribou Herd.
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