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Midwifery Services
A 2012 report recommended hiring midwives in regional centres, 
including Yellowknife. Ft. Smith and Hay River positions are staffed, 
but Yellowknife’s remain unfilled. The health minister says yet 
another study is being done, to look at delivering midwifery services 
“territorially”. I am asking the minister to stop studying and start 
staffing, and will press for funding of Yellowknife positions in the next 
budget.

Combatting Climate Change
Our federal government made ambitious commitments for renewed 
international and domestic action on climate change in December 
2015. Ottawa is offering provinces and territories money to 
help meet carbon reduction targets that will be set at upcoming 
meetings. Working groups are developing recommendations on 
clean technology, innovation and jobs, carbon pricing, and mitigation. 
Although GNWT is taking part, the Premier has publicly opposed a 
carbon tax. I’ll continue to urge our government to take a leading role 
in fighting the climate change impacts hitting the North hardest of all 
and to seek federal funds to better enable us to invest in renewables.

UN Declaration on Indigenous Rights
In 2008, the NWT Legislative Assembly passed a motion supporting 
the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
(UNDRIP). Canada has signed on to UNDRIP, beginning the long 
process of harmonizing Canada’s laws with UNDRIP standards, and 
improving the country’s relationship with Indigenous peoples. UNDRIP 
says “states shall consult and cooperate in good faith with Indigenous 
peoples concerned through their own representative institutions in 
order to obtain their free, prior, and informed consent before adopting 
and implementing legislative or administrative measures that may 
affect them.” A tall order. I’ll be pressing our Government on how we 
will comply and implement.

From the Assembly
9-1-1 Service
I have renewed the call for introducing 9-1-1 emergency telephone 
service. A study says the service could be introduced in Yellowknife 
and rolled out to communities across the NWT for about $250,000. 
Yukon started with the capital, and recently introduced 9-1-1 
service for all of its communities. The responsible minister says he 
will try to increase the priority of 9-1-1 for funding and follow the 
recommendation for phased introduction. Although the responsible 
minister was recently changed, I’ll be following this issue up during 
the upcoming budget discussions and in our fall session.

Renewable Energy in North Slave
A study of hydro in the North Slave Region recommended against 
renewables because it’s apparently cheaper to meet spikes in 
demand with diesel generation. However, the study only looks at the 
current cost of diesel power, and not the future impacts of climate 
change. I’ll be advocating for more renewables and a “triple bottom 
line” evaluation of energy options—that’s economic, social and 
environmental—in the new NWT energy strategy. 

Vacancies on Resource Management Boards
When I asked in February, I was told that of 24 of the 106 positions 
on resource management boards were vacant—two boards didn’t 
have a quorum. These boards play a crucial role in how we take 
care of our land, water, and wildlife, and work with communities to 
ensure we protect our environment. I got a promise from the Premier 
to report annually on board vacancies and to work to fill empty seats 
faster. 

ConstituenCy newsletter

Kevin O’REILLY
MLA FRAMe LAKe

I attended the federal government consultation of climate change and met with federal 
environment minister Catherine McKenna. More than 100 people attended to share their 
ideas on action to meet Canada’s international commitments for reducing greenhouse 
gas production. 

The Legislative Assembly’s next session is October 13 to 
November 3. We will review next year’s Capital Budget.
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Please come and share your issues and concerns.
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Carbon Pricing 
A Flexible, Cost neutral tool 
Against Climate Change
Canada’s Prime Minister met with provincial and territorial leaders 
in March to begin joint action fighting climate change and meeting 
national commitments made at the international climate change 
meeting in Paris.

The meeting recognized that a price on carbon is an essential tool 
and that carbon pricing will be “adapted to each province’s specific 
circumstances and in particular the reality of Canada’s Indigenous 
peoples in arctic and subarctic regions.” 

Our Premier has publicly opposed carbon pricing. He says its impacts 
on northern living costs of living are unacceptable, even though the 
federal government has promised $2.9 billion over five years to help 
Canada to offset costs. 

International experts including the World Bank, the Organization for 
Economic Cooperation and Development, the International Monetary 
Fund and Canada’s Ecofiscal Commission say carbon pricing is a 
good tool to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. It lets industry and 
consumers decide the least-cost way to reduce their own emissions, 
and spurs innovation to find new opportunities for emissions 
reduction. 

I am hoping the work resulting from Vancouver will sway Northern 
leaders to reconsider carbon pricing. Eighty per cent of Canadians 
now live under some sort of carbon pricing. Carbon pricing can be 
made to be revenue neutral and sensitive to the needs of low income 
individuals and families, and remote communities. 

As one of the jurisdictions in Canada most negatively affected by 
climate change, we can’t sit on the sidelines and wait. The federal 
government has been clear on the possibility that if an agreement is 
not reached on carbon pricing a national program can be imposed. 
When the federal Minister of the Environment, Catherine McKenna 
visited Yellowknife in June, I urged her to make sure that the NWT 
is part of any national carbon pricing system while supporting our 
communities to get off diesel. 

I will be urging our Cabinet to look again at a carbon price as an 
indispensable and inevitable tool for decreasing emissions. We also 
need to develop a concrete and costed plan to get our communities 
off diesel. 

I attended the Ecology North Fall Harvest Fair in N’dilo with Kelly Cumming, Todd Slack 
and their baby Sam. The produce of community and backyard gardens was proudly on 
display. 

I road my bike in the annual Canada Day parade, which was a great success. Next year 
is Canada’s 150th anniversary. I invite constituents to contact me with information about 
their Canada 150 projects, to see what support I may be able offer.

Election 2015 
Changes recommended to  
Voting rules
After every election, the Chief Electoral files a report reviewing how 
the election was run and making recommendations for improvements.  

I oversaw review of the report—which included a public hearing—as 
Chair of the Rules and Procedures Committee.

A major recommendation for improvement would be the addition of 
on-line voting. On-line voting could help reduce the number of mail-in 
ballots going uncounted due to delays in mail service and promote 
more voting by students who have gone back to school in the south.  

The quality of the voters list continues to be a problem.  About 2,700 
names were removed from the official voters list, which contained 
about 28,000 registered voters.  

Extension of the period during which the voters list can be amended 
was another key recommendation. The Chief Electoral Officer pointed 
out that, with modern list management technology, there is no need to 
close the voters list so far in advance of the vote.

Other recommendations include:

• Reducing the residency requirement for voters from 12 to 6 
months;

• Move voting day from Monday to Saturday, a non-work day for 
most;

• End the election day prohibition on liquor sales;
• Lengthen the advance time allowed for absentee voting;
• Allow the establishment of advance polls based on communities, 

not polling divisions; and
• Clarify election spending rules.

Expanding the mandate of Elections NWT to administer municipal, 
school board or other special voting events was also recommended, 
the report is available at http://www.electionsnwt.ca/sites/default/
files/2016-05-20_ceo_report_2015_general_election_en.pdf. 



www.mla-framelake.ca              www.facebook.com/KevinOReillyforMLAFrameLake              @kevin4mla

Kevin O’Reilly – MLA Frame Lake       FALL 2016

new French First language  
school rules a Bad Decision

The Minister of Education has released new rules on who can be 
admitted to French first language schools of the Commission scolaire 
francophone Territoires du Nord-Ouest (CSFTNO) in Yellowknife and 
Hay River, and the news isn’t good.

French education for francophones is a constitutionally protected right 
in Canada. After a long court battle, Education Minister Alfred Moses 
promised a new collaborative approach.

A revised Directive was issued in August following some public 
consultations, and it sets a cap on the number of students who can 
be admitted to francophone schools based on how many students 
the school can physically hold. There is no similar restriction on other 
schools accepting students from francophone families.

Enrollment should be available to anyone who has the right to attend, 
not on school capacity. And we already know the schools are too 
small and ill equipped to meet the existing demand.

In other places, the francophone school boards themselves are 
allowed to oversee admissions, under the oversight of the provincial 
and territorial governments. The Yukon Government has just 
delegated this authority to their school board with a cap of 5% of 
school enrollment for students from English-speaking backgrounds 
and new immigrants that do not speak English or French. The Yukon 
also negotiated directly with the francophone school board there to 
reach a mutually agreeable solution.

I urged the GNWT Minister of Education to share a draft of the 
Directive with CSFTNO but this was not done. I will be raising these 
issues in the fall session of the Assembly. 

Committee work 
Outside of the work done in the House, I serve on two Standing 
Committees—Economic Development and Environment, and Rules 
and Procedures. 

Economic Development and Environment met over two days in July 
to discuss our priorities and to hear a number of presentations on 
economic development, climate change and protected areas. 

Rules and Procedures has met several times over the summer to 
continue our work on the Mid-Term Review of our mandate and 
Cabinet performance, our Code of Conduct, improving Standing 
Committee public engagement, and a review of the Chief Electoral 
Officer’s report on the last election. We held a public hearing on the 
last election on September 9. All candidates, their official agents and 
the public were invited to participate.

All the MLAs were also invited to participate in a Caucus retreat in 
Fort Providence August 24-26 to get updates on our work to date 
in Rules and Procedures. We also met with local leaders and had 
a community feast. Special thanks to the organizers and the whole 
community for a warm welcome. The new arbour looks great and 
Dene Fur Clouds has a wonderful retail shop of shaved beaver 
products.

The Yellowknife Women’s Society is delivering the first phase of the Housing First project 
aimed at providing residences for chronically homeless people. The Women’s Society is 
delivering the program through the current location of the Centre for Northern Families, 
with funding from the City of Yellowknife and the federal and territorial governments.  
I met with (left to right) Society Executive Director Bree Denning and Board Chair  
Anusa Sivalingam. 

I met again with board and staff of the Commission scolaire francophone Territoires du 
Nord-Ouest (CSFTNO) and fellow MLAs, (left to right) CSFTNO trustee Christian Marcoux, 
MLAs RJ Simpson and Kieron Testart, Directrice générale Yvonne Careen, MLAs Caroline 
Cochrane and Wally Schumann and CSFTNO board president Simon Cloutier.

I toured the site of the 
new hospital with my 
fellow MLAs (left to right) 
Caroline Cochrane, Alfred 
Moses, Health Minister 
Glen Abernethy, Robert C. 
McLeod and Julie Green. 
We all signed a steel 
beam that will be built into 
the new facility. Hospital 
construction is expected to 
be completed by December 
2018. 
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Gnwt Management of lands and resources

I need to know what you think and  
what actions you want to see. 

Contact me

Kevin O’Reilly  
767 9143 Ext. 12110 
Kevin_o’reilly@gov.nt.ca 

Your Input is Important

The campaign for donations to United Way NWT is now underway. I visited with  
United Way board and staff (left to right) Simon Whitehouse, Jacq Brasseur and  
David Connelly on Labour Day.

Constituency Assistant

Craig Yeo  
767 9143 Ext. 12113 
craig_yeo@gov.nt.ca

Adjoint à la circonscription

Craig Yeo  
767 9143 poste 12113 
craig_yeo@gov.nt.ca

On April 1, 2014 GNWT took over management of our lands and 
resources from the federal government. The Premier promised that 
we would “devolve and then evolve”. We’re still very much waiting 
for the “evolve” part but the mandate developed by Cabinet contains 
a very ambitious legislative agenda. The only legislative changes 
proposed to date are to bring in air quality regulations. This is a good 
thing, but the system will not be based on co-management.

The Cabinet has also promised a new Mineral Resources Act but 
there are few specifics. I am hoping this will be an opportunity 
to review our antiquated free-entry system where mining is the 
highest and best use of land, and move towards a system ensuring 
funds expended on mineral exploration help build our geoscience 
knowledge base. Other areas that need to be reviewed include 
the very low revenues to our government from mineral resources 
extracted. There should also be a review of government revenues 
from oil and gas, and some closure on the issue of fracking and 
whether it should take place at all. I have consistently raised the 

issue of full financial security to ensure that non-renewable resource 
developers cover the cost of closure and reclamation. Such systems 
are still not in place.

With new authority over resources come higher public expectations 
for accountability and transparency. The NWT is one of the few 
jurisdictions in Canada without legislation that regulates lobbyists and 
our conflict of interest rules should also be reviewed and tightened up. 

A recent case whereby the Minister of Environment and Natural 
Resources turned back a diamond mine water licence amendment 
was very troubling and virtually unprecedented. In a place where many 
rights and interests are finely balanced. We still have an opportunity to 
get it right when it comes to resource management. This is why NWT 
residents fought hard for land rights, co-management and devolution. 
We have much higher expectations for our political leadership and will 
need to work very hard to restore public confidence. 

Did you know?
Health Care survey 
The Department of Health and Social 
Services is seeking public feedback on 
the Northwest Territories (NWT) health 
care system. A 10-minute questionnaire is 
available online at www.hss.gov.nt.ca or at 
any health care facility across the NWT until 
October 15, 2016.

Arsenic warnings
The NWT Chief Public Health Officer 
is advising residents of the Northwest 
Territories about precautions they can take 
to avoid exposure to elevated arsenic in 
lakes near the Giant Mine property. Go 
to “Advisories” under the GNWT Health 
and Social Services main website main 
page for information. http://www.hss.gov.
nt.ca/advisory/arsenic-lake-water-around-
yellowknife

Premier and Cabinet 
open House in 
yellowknife 
Meet with the Premier and all Cabinet 
Ministers Tuesday October 18 from 7 to 
9 PM in the Great Hall of the Legislative 
Assembly to discuss your issues and 
priorities.

Yellowknife MLAs hosted the summer barbeque at the Baker Centre for Yellowknife 
seniors. I helped serve lunch and am here with (left to right) Hugh Wetmore, Patty Jasper 
and Pat McMillin. 

J’ai besoin de connaître vos impressions et savoir 
quelles actions vous aimeriez voir réalisées. 

Communiquez avec moi

Kevin O’Reilly  
767 9143 poste 12110 
Kevin_o’reilly@gov.nt.ca 

Votre apport est important.


