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RESPONSES TO NWT LITERACY COUNCIL QUESTIONS 
 
1.  A) How will improving literacy and essential skills (LES) be a part of my platform?  B) 
What will you do to within government to position and promote literacy and essential skills as a 
priority? 
 
There are serious consequences for NWT individuals, families, and society when low literacy 
and essential skills are present.  Low LES limit an individual’s ability to contribute to society in a 
meaningful way and affects personal and social well-being.  Awareness about LES is important 
and should be promoted.  Fortunately there is a lot of information on LES written in the NWT and 
all MLAs should become more familiar with this material.  Development of LES should be 
integrated into early childhood program, throughout the school years and in adult upgrading. 
There are barriers that prevent developing LES.  Accessing LES training is complicated, and 
needs to be supported in many ways—adults need time, childcare, transportation, a relatively 
stress-free life, confidence, trust in the education system and an understanding of the benefits of 
upgrading LES.   
 
There are several ways in which I will work within the GNWT to promote LES.  The common 
problem of funding and jurisdictional “silos” often prevents the development of long-term, 
comprehensive, collaborative programming, which would be more effective.  GNWT 
departments need to work together to develop and coordinate work and decrease doubling of 
efforts.  NGO participation from groups like the NWT Literacy Council should be encouraged.  I 
also commit to meet with the NWT Literacy Council at least annually and to make myself 
available to meet with the Council upon request to ensure LES is part of the way we collectively 
move forward. 
 
2. What will you do to ensure that addressing literacy and essential skills needs to be 
integrated into the development of all social programs? 
 
We need to develop an approach that looks at how LES can be incorporated in social programs.  
In particular, we need to consider how a program can improve LES for the target group involved. 
It is more efficient when LES is integrated into different training programs such as cooking 
courses, prenatal, well baby programs, gardening/farming training, trapping to name a few.  One 
way to reach different projects is to focus on “community literacy”.  This involves giving people 
the training, resources, and support they need to develop LES programs in their communities.  
Community leaders tend to focus on economic development, not recognizing that it is dependent 
on people having a certain level of LES. Community literacy projects demonstrate the value of 
LES to the whole community and help to build community capacity. Community literacy projects 
get everyone involved: families, schools, communities, businesses (big and small) and service 
providers in health and social services.   
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