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GREAT SLAVE SNOWMOBILE QUESTONS AND ANSWERS 

 

Helmets are already required in all communities for users of all-terrain vehicles, 

including snowmobiles.  Also, the All-Terrain Vehicles Act requires that a helmet be 

worn when travelling on a highway.  It appears that the GSSA is requesting that the Act 

require helmets when snowmobiles are operated outside of communities and off the 

highway system.  As much as this seems like a good idea, it would be very difficult to 

enforce, and for hunters and trappers in particular, a helmet must be removed to safely 

use a firearm.  We could exempt them from this legislation when hunting or pursuing 

traditional activities, but this is most of the time when on the land, so would make 

enforcement a challenge and ultimately uneven.  Perhaps this is what the GSSA may 

mean when requesting a limit the suggestion to snowmobile operation “for recreational 

purposes”.   

A better approach, I suggest, is to stress the benefits of helmets, especially in the 

communities where snowmobiles are proportionately used to a greater degree than in 

Yellowknife.  The Department of Transportation’s Road Licensing and Safety Division 

produced a brochure a few years ago that should be circulated more widely and 

perhaps expanded or complemented by a similar document focussing on snowmobiles.  

It is available here:  

http://dmv.dot.gov.nt.ca/sites/default/files/A%20Rider's%20Guide%20to%20Mopeds%2

0Motorcycles%20All-Terrain%20Vehicles%20and%20More.pdf  

As an advocacy group for snowmobilers, the Great Slave Snowmobile Association can 

continue to lead in promotion of safe snowmobile use.  Certainly the maps that the Club 

makes available encourage responsible and safe trail riding around and outside of 

Yellowknife.  Continued advocacy in support of wearing helmets should increase their 

use.   

 

Yes, but greater clarity on what is meant by “recreational purposes” would be helpful.   

Would the Ice Road to the diamond mines or to the houseboats in Back Bay be 

included?  Ice roads for recreational purposes are likely rare enough that such a 

requirement would make sense.  I think that the party responsible for the ice road 

should also be responsible to clean up the berm markers if they are not made of local 

materials that will decompose quickly and naturally in the watercourse.   
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Yes.  This does not appear to be an onerous requirement as this would only occur 

within municipal boundaries.  As above, I think that the party responsible for the Ice 

Road should also be responsible to clean up the berm markers if they are not made of 

local materials that will decompose quickly and naturally in the watercourse.   
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